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RETUTRN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Franciscan Kitchen Mission Statement 
In the tradition of St. Francis, which recognizes we are all brothers and sisters, we are  
dedicated to providing food for the nourishment of God’s Family. We will maintain an 
environment of trust and fellowship to build mutual respect and beneficial relationships 
with our guests, co-workers, suppliers and community. These efforts will strengthen our 
organization and enable us to provide a much needed service to our community. 
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                The Story of Henry Drain …”Homeless To Humble” 
 

All of us have a story to tell, but as for Henry Drain, his encompasses an emotional journey that now 

centers on God.  Henry is a client and an volunteer at the Franciscan Kitchen.  His life encompassed a 

series of wrong choices, tragic losses and eventually one of great faith. He was a typical kid who 

played sports, had many friends & was raised by a loving mom.  But in his early twenties, Henry was 

offered an opportunity to experiment with drugs.  Hanging out with his friends while using            

recreational drugs didn’t seem like a big deal in the moment, but time proved differently.  In a few 

short years, Henry lost his beloved mother, only sister & his grandparents.  While dealing with the        

emotional pain of such losses, Henry found his escape through drugs.  With the passing of each    

family member, his desire to escape became greater, yet he still managed to be a functioning addict, 

while holding down a full time job for 13 years.  He hid his addiction from those he cared about & at 

work as well.  Then his life started to spiral out of control when his son’s mother, who was a good 

friend, and her father were killed by a man test driving a car at 100 mph.  From that moment on, life 

changed drastically for Henry. He obtained full custody of his 17 year old son and became a full time 

father.  He also spent all his spare earnings to pay for the lawyers & to get counseling for his son. To 

Henry’s dismay, nothing seemed to help his son deal with the tragedy and pain of his losses.  In the end,   Henry’s son turned to drugs, 

which ended his young life when he overdosed at the age of 18.  At this point, Henry was at his emotional end.  He questioned why God 

felt the need to take everyone he loved away from him.  His addiction became something he could no longer hide & after being tested for 

drugs at work & failing,  he was fired.  He soon lost everything he had worked for over the years.  He became homeless, living off the 

street & panhandling for money.  He lived in and out of shelters & ate most often at the Franciscan Kitchen for lunch.  This was when 

Henry hit rock bottom & decided to transform his life. He started to overcome his addiction with the help of reading daily scripture,  

finding himself a place to live & a job to help pay his bills. Henry tried to come to the soup kitchen as much as possible.  Not only for a 

hot meal, but for the smiles & encouragement he felt when he entered the doors.  He claims that with every kind word & smile, he felt 

the presence of God which gave him strength to continue through each day. According to Henry, he went from homeless to humble.  By 

following Christ & dedicating his life to living God’s word, he has managed to get through each day with a sense of peace & purpose.  

He has accepted his mistakes, learned from his past & states “ I would rather live my life poor or homeless than to have it all and go 

back to a life without God”.  All of us here at the Franciscan Kitchen are grateful to have the opportunity to serve & help Henry & those 

in similar circumstances.  Henry has proven to all of us that you can learn from your past  and grow to be stronger each and every day 

when you walk your life with Christ!   

If anyone needs a year end statement of your  
contributions for tax purposes, please let us know. 
Statements in the form of Thank You notes have 
gone out to everyone, except those who have  
requested we wait until the year end.  The letters we 
have sent you, contain all the pertinent information 
needed to claim your donation on your taxes.  If you 
still wish for a complete list, please call us at  
(502) 589-0140. 

 

 
Jeremiah  29, 11-13 
 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the lord,“ 
plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  
plans to give you hope and a future.  



              Taking The Lead 

We would like to remind 
all our volunteers that we 

follow the Louisville 
Catholic School snow 
schedule.  If they are 

closed for the day,  the 
Franciscan Kitchen will 

be too! 

                      The Best Gifts Are Never Found In A Box 

 
I’d like to give $______ in honor or memory of (please indicate which by circling one ) 
Name____________________________________________________________________ 
Acknowledge gift to_________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip____________________________________________________________ 
My Name (donor/s)__________________________________________________________ 
My Address________________________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip____________________________________________________________ 
Phone number______________________________________________________________ 
                                       Your gift of honor or memory is tax deductible. 
                                       Mail form to: Franciscan Kitchen,  
                                                             P. O. Box 1673 
                                                             Louisville, KY 40201-1673 
 
       
 

Snow Days! 

       
On December 14, 2014, the Franciscan Kitchen had a mass and brunch to show our appreciation for our regular volunteers. 

The mass was presided over by Fr. Charles McCarthy & the brunch was hosted & served by the Wahl Family.   We are 

thankful to all of our volunteers who came to join us.  It was an afternoon of wonderful food and great comradery. We also 

want to thank the Wahl family for all their hard work in putting this event together.  We look forward to another year of 

serving along side all of our volunteers.  Their commitment is a blessing to the Franciscan Kitchen. 

 Volunteer Christmas Brunch 

                                    Construction Update  
 

The new addition is really starting to take shape.  The drainage basin & land has been cleared, the concrete walls have been 
poured & insulated, the gravel surface has been leveled, underground plumbing has been installed and the concrete floor has 
been poured.  Hopefully in a few short weeks, the walls will be constructed  and the tresses will be in place.  

Bringing Christmas Joy To Those In Need 
On Christmas Day, the Franciscan Kitchen opened it’s doors to 

bring joy to all who entered and to share Christ’s love .   Thanks to 

the generosity of many individuals, churches, schools and               

organizations ,  the Franciscan Kitchen gave away a sack lunch, $2 

bills and a bag full of items such as blankets, coats, backpacks, hats, 

scarves, gloves, toys, books, toiletries, & groceries to 635 men,  

women & children.  We are grateful for all the families that gave up 

their Christmas morning to help us  make Christmas Day a little 

brighter for those in need. We also want to give Larry & Fiona Cis-

sell our thanks and gratitude for all their hard work and prepara-

tion to make this day possible.   

Giving Back>>> 

              Thanksgiving Blessings 
Thanksgiving Day was a special time at the 
Franciscan  Kitchen this year. Seventy      
individuals volunteered to come & give of 
their time to serve the Thanksgiving meal.   It 
was such an honor to be able to share God’s 
blessings with those in need. 

All of us who represent the Franciscan Kitchen want to thank 
Emma Jacobs, Madi Harley, Kevin Lackey, Miranda Bradshaw 
& Sydney Gomes. These young women & men are a part of  
U of L’s Freshman Lead program, who sponsored & formed 

the idea to have a thanksgiving meal catered & delivered to 
the Franciscan Kitchen on November 25th. They  
accomplished this idea by asking all the U of L students to 
donate one swipe from their Cardinal Cards, which  
contains their meal plans, to pay for Sodexo, the food  
provider on 
campus, to  
cater the meal. 
Their idea was 
such a blessing 
for us here at 
the “Kitchen” 
and it was a 
real pleasure  
serving with 
them that day.  


